ANIMISM
experts in anthropology see " the nearest likeness yet found of the human ancestor at a stage immediately antecedent to the definitely human stage, and yet at the same time in advance  of the simian or ape-like stage."10   We are, therefore, yet an immeasurable distance from Homo sapiens, and in near touch with Homo alalus, semi-erect, big-brained, deft-handed, because of his op-posable thumb, communicating with other homines alali by various grunts and groans, supplemented by grimaces, gestures and postures.   This is no fancy sketch ; there are to this day tribes extant, like the Veddahs of Ceylon, who depend on signs, grimaces and guttural sounds which bear little or no resemblance to articulate speech.   Darwin, in citing Captain Cook's comparison of the language of the Fuegians to a man clearing his throat, says that " certainly no Englishman ever cleared his throat with so many hoarse, guttural and clicking sounds," while he adds that the difference between such races and civilized man is " greater than that between a wild and domesticated animal."   Between creatures not  fully human and their nearest congeners, the mental
10 Duckworth's Anthropology and Morphology, p. 520. 20